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This session is dedicated to cutting edge research at the nexus of text analysis and network analysis. While text analysis/
natural language processing and network analysis have evolved into mature yet quickly advancing fields, work at their
intersection is less prevalent. Bridging this gap matters, since prior research has shown that without considering the content of
text data, we are limited in our ability to understand the effects of language use in networks and vice versa. Jointly considering
text data and network data enables the analysis of networks along multiple dimensions of human behavior, namely language
use and social interactions, which ultimately helps to advance our understanding of the interplay and coevolution of
sociotechnical networks and information. This conceptualization has inspired eminent work in areas such as: language
change, the diffusion and adoption of information and beliefs online and offline, collective problem solving through information
propagation, and relation extraction techniques.
To enable progress in this area, scholars have developed powerful and scalable methods and tools for analyzing text data
authored or shared by network participants, as well as for languagebased interactions. However, there is gap between
theoretical foundations for these solutions and actual implementations in the form of empirical and computational work. For this
session, we are looking for contributions that bridge the gap between theories related to language use, and/ or networks and
methods/ tools for utilizing text data for network analysis. We are particularly interested in work that advances theories about
the use or production of language or text data and integrates with network analytic methods and technologies.
Furthermore, we welcome methodological and theoretical contributions on the role and importance of context. The social
context in which text is produced and consumed defines what topics and issues may be discussed, and to some extent, how
these topics and issues are discussed. While text analysis and network analysis are versatile approaches, the sociocultural
context in which texts are produced may impact the degree to which meaningful information can be inferred. To this end, we
are interested in work that addresses the social construction of meanings, the ways in which meanings are constrained by
specific social contexts, and on text and network analytical methods adapted to capture these interactional aspects of text and
meanings.
Another area of interest for this session is the conceptualization of network analysis metrics for the specific case of word
networks. While it is common to apply social network analysis metrics to networks of words (or sociosemantic networks), very
little effort has been dedicated to theorizing on how these metrics apply to networks in which the nodes are concepts or words.
Arguably, a more wideranging conceptualization of network metrics for semantic networks would guide researchers in
selecting those centrality metrics appropriate for their research goals and would support the inference of more robust
interpretations of results. As such, we encourage contributions to the reconceptualization of network measures as tools of
analysis in the specific case of word networks.
Please submit your abstract (not exceeding 200 words) 
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We are looking forward to your contributions.
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